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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent 
basis for the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). 
Correction of the following is required: 

The specification fails to provide proper antecedent basis for (a) the claimed 
enclosure set forth in claims 1, 3, 7, 8, 14 and their dependent claims; (b) the claimed 
face portion set forth in claims 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 14 and their dependent claims; (c) the 
claimed another sheet transporting device set forth in claims 1 and 3 and their 
dependent claims; (d) the claimed first guide part set forth in claims 1 , 2, 3, 7, 8, 14 and 
their dependent claims; (e) the claimed second guide part set forth in claims 1, 2, 3, 7, 
8, 14 and their dependent claims; (f) the claimed sheet transporting device set forth in at 
least claims 7, 8, 14 and their dependent claims; (g) the claimed sheet ejection unit set 
forth in claims 10-11; (h) the claimed sheet ejection reversal unit set forth in claims 10- 
11; (i) the claimed reversal transport passage set forth in claims 17-19; and (j) the 
claimed branch set forth in claim 19. While it appears that structures that look like "an 
enclosure", "a first guide part", etc., are most likely shown in the drawings, the 
terminology used in the claims is inconsistent with the terminology that is used in the 
specification to describe what is shown in the drawings. As such, it is difficult to 
determine what terms in the specification and drawings match up with the terms in the 
claims. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1, 3-6, 11 and 14-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 1 and 3 and their dependent claims, it is confusing as to how a 
sheet transporting device can comprise another sheet transporting device. More 
specifically, claims 1 and 3 are confusing because these claims both recite "A sheet 
transporting device comprising: ...another sheet transporting device". 

Regarding claim 11, there is insufficient structure recited in this claim to 
understand how the sheet reversal ejection unit holds the sheet at a pressure higher 
than the sheet ejection unit. 

Regarding claim 14, it is unclear if the recited cover part is removed or in place 
on the enclosure. More specifically, claim 15 recites a cover part that covers an 
exposed portion of the enclosure, and also recites the portion where the cover part is 
removed. 

Regarding claim 19, there is insufficient structure recited in this claim to 
understand how the sheet is reversed. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-12 and 14-19, as best understood, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Japanese Publication No. 10-129912. In 
particular, Japanese Publication No. 10-129912 discloses all of the limitations of claims 
1-12 and 14-19. 

Regarding claim 1, Figs. 1-3 and 12-15 show a sheet transporting device 
including 

an enclosure (12) that includes a first guide part (e.g., guide part between 28 and 
44 in Fig. 1) at least a part of which can be exposed to outside (near 44), 

another sheet transporting device (10) that includes a second guide part (e.g., 
guide part between 58 and 94 in Fig. 1) at least a part of which is exposed to outside 
(near 94), and 

a face portion (including 46 and 92 in Fig. 12) located at the first guide part and 
the second guide part, 

at least a part of a sheet transporting passage (e.g., a sheet transporting 
passage extending all the way from 94 past 58 and 52 and then extending past 20, 22, 
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28 and up to 44) that includes the first guide part and the second guide part, wherein 
the another sheet transporting device (10) is attached to the enclosure (12)(see Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 2, Figs. 1-3 and 12-15 show a sheet transporting device 
including 

a first guide part (e.g., guide part between 28 and 44 in Fig. 1) at least a part of 
which can be exposed to outside (near 44 in Fig. 2), and 

a second guide part (e.g., guide part between 58 and 94 in Fig. 1) at least a part 
of which is exposed to outside (near 94) and which is provided in an enclosure (50) to 
be attached to an image forming apparatus, wherein at least a part of a sheet 
transporting passage (e.g., a sheet transporting passage extending all the way from 94 
past 58 and 52 and then extending past 20, 22, 28 and up to 44) includes the first guide 
part and the second guide part, and a face portion (including 46 and 92 in Fig. 12) 
located at the first guide part and the second guide part. 

Regarding claim 3, Figs. 1-3 and 12-15 show a sheet transporting device 
including 

an enclosure (12) that includes a first guide part (e.g., guide part between 28 and 
44 in Fig. 1) at least a part of which can be exposed to outside (near 44 in Fig. 2); and 

another sheet transporting device (10) to be attached to the enclosure (12), 
wherein the another sheet transporting device (10) includes a second guide part (e.g., 
guide part between 58 and 94 in Fig. 1) at least a part of which is exposed to outside 
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(near 94), and at least a part of a sheet transporting passage (e.g., a sheet transporting 
passage extending all the way from 94 past 58 and 52 and then extending past 20, 22, 
28 and up to 44) includes the first guide part and the second guide part, and a face 
portion (including 46 and 92 in Fig. 12) located at the first guide part and the second 
guide part. 

Regarding claim 4, the English Abstract discloses that the another sheet 
transporting device (10) is a two-sided unit which reverses a sheet. 

Regarding claim 5, Figs. 1-3 and 12-15 show that the another sheet transporting 
device (10) is a sheet supply unit which supplies a sheet. 

Regarding claim 6, Fig. 12 shows that the another sheet transporting device (10) 
includes a sheet guide unit (96 in Fig. 12) which guides a sheet from the enclosure (12). 

Regarding claim 7, Figs. 1-3 and 12-15 show an image forming apparatus 
including 

an enclosure (12) that includes a first guide part (e.g., guide part between 28 and 
44 in Fig. 1) at least a part of which can be exposed to outside (near 44 in Fig. 2), 

a sheet transporting device (10) that includes a second guide part (e.g., guide 
part between 58 and 94 in Fig. 1) at least a part of which is exposed to outside (near 
94), and 

a face portion (including 46 and 92 in Fig. 12) located at the first guide part and 
the second guide part, 
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at least a part of a sheet transporting passage (e.g., a sheet transporting 
passage extending all the way from 94 past 58 and 52 and then extending past 20, 22, 
28 and up to 44) includes the first guide part and the second guide part, wherein the 
sheet transporting device (10) is attached to the enclosure (12). 

Regarding claim 8, Figs. 1-3 and 12-15 show an image forming apparatus 
including 

an enclosure (12) that includes a first guide part (e.g., guide part between 28 and 
44 in Fig. 1) at least a part of which can be exposed to outside (near 44); 

a sheet transporting device (10) to be attached to the enclosure (12), wherein the 
sheet transporting device (10) includes a second guide part (e.g., guide part between 58 
and 94 in Fig. 1) at least a part of which is exposed to outside (near 94), and at least a 
part of a sheet transporting passage (e.g., a sheet transporting passage extending all 
the way from 94 past 58 and 52 and then extending past 20, 22, 28 and up to 44) 
includes the first guide part and the second guide part, and 

a face portion (including 46 and 92) located at the first guide part and the second 
guide part. 

Regarding claim 9, the numbered paragraph [0018] of the English translation of 
detailed description of Japanese Publication No. 10-129912 discloses that the 
enclosure (12) houses at least a fixing device (26 and 28) which fixes a toner image to a 
sheet. 
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Regarding claim 10, Figs. 1-3 and 12-15 show that the enclosure (12) further 
includes a sheet ejection unit (38), the sheet transporting device (10) further includes a 
sheet reversal ejection unit (including 94) which reverses and ejects the sheet, and the 
sheet reversal ejection unit (including 94) is more distant from the fixing device (26 and 
28) than the sheet ejection unit (including 38). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , it is noted that the structure of the sheet reversal ejection 
unit and the sheet ejection unit of Japanese Publication No. 10-129912 appears to be 
substantially similar to the structure of the sheet reversal ejection unit and the sheet 
ejection unit, respectively, of the instant application. Thus, in as much as the sheet 
reversal ejection unit of the instant application holds a sheet at a pressure higher than 
the sheet ejection unit, so does the corresponding sheet reversal ejection unit of 
Japanese Publication No. 10-129912. 

Regarding claim 12, Fig. 12 shows that the sheet transporting device (10) 
includes a sheet guide unit (96 in Fig. 12) which guides the sheet from the enclosure 

(12). 

Regarding claim 14, Figs. 1-3 and 12-15 show an image forming apparatus 
including 

an enclosure (12) that includes a first guide part (e.g., guide part between 28 and 
44 in Fig. 1) at least a part of which can be exposed to outside (at 44 in Fig. 2) and 
which guides a sheet (e.g., guides a sheet via element 32), 
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a cover part (i.e., cover part of enclosure 12 located on the left side of the 
apparatus in Fig. 2 and extends between numeral 56 up to numeral 32 and then slants 
over and extends over to numeral 38) that covers an exposed portion (near 44) of the 
enclosure (12), and 

a sheet transporting device (10) that includes a second guide part (e.g., guide 
part between 58 and 94 in Fig. 1) at least a part of which is exposed to outside (near 94) 
and which guides the sheet, in which at least a part of a sheet transport passage (e.g., a 
sheet transporting passage extending all the way from 94 past 58 and 52 and then 
extending past 20, 22, 28 and up to 44) includes the first guide part and the second 
guide part, and the sheet transporting device (10) is attached to the portion where the 
cover part is removed. In particular, the sheet transporting device (10) is attached to a 
portion where an opening (near 44 in Fig. 15) in the cover is located. In other words, 
the sheet transporting device (10) is attached to a portion where the cover is removed. 
Also, there is a face portion (including 46 and 92 in Fig. 12) located at the first guide 
part and the second guide part. 

Regarding claim 15, Fig. 15 shows that a portion where the part is exposed to the 
outside (near 44) of the enclosure (12) is a vicinity of a fixing device (26 and 28). 

Regarding claim 16, Fig. 2 shows that the first guide part (e.g., guide part 
between 28 and 44 in Fig. 1) is an outside guide part of the fixing unit (26 and 28). 

Regarding claim 17, Figs. 1-2 and the English Abstract disclose that the second 
guide part (e.g., guide part between 58 and 94 in Fig. 1) is an inside guide provided in a 
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two-sided unit, the outside guide part (e.g., guide part between 28 and 44 in Fig. 1) of 
the fixing unit (26 and 28) and the inside guide (e.g., guide part between 58 and 94 in 
Fig. 1) pinch the sheet and create a part of a reversal transport passage of the sheet. 

Regarding claim 18, Figs. 1-2 show a sheet supply cassette (14) which stores 
sheets (M) is provided at a lower part of the enclosure (12), and a transport passage 
which supplies the sheets from the sheet supply cassette (14) to the fixing device (26 
and 28) is provided. 

Regarding claim 19, Fig. 1 shows that the fixing device (26 and 28) is provided at 
an upper part of the enclosure (12), and a branch (near 96) which reverses the sheet is 
provided at a part of the transport passage, and communicates with the part of the 
reversal transport passage. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/09/2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

With regard to the indefiniteness rejection of the claim 14, it is confusing as to 
whether the cover part is removed or not removed. Further clarification is needed. 

With regard to the indefiniteness rejection of the claim 19, it is unclear what 
structure allows the branch to reverse the sheet and communicate with the reversal 
transport passage, as claimed. 

With regard to the rejection of claims 1-12 and 14-19 in view of Japanese 
Publication No. 10-129912, applicant argues that this Japanese publication does not 
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disclose or teach a face portion located at the first guide part and the second guide part, 
as claimed. In response, it is the examiner's position that this Japanese publication 
discloses a face portion (including 46 and 92) as claimed, as explained above in greater 
detail in the rejection of claims 1-12 and 14-19 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b). 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas A. Morrison whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7221. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kathy Matecki can be reached on (571) 272-6951. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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